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Attach any relevant press clippings and materials which would verify coaching win-loss
records, or other statistical information. Also attach any other letters of recommendation of
other information which may be helpful to the committee in making a final selection.




Qctober 26. 2009 Raymond Reed
440 Reed Valley Road
London, Ky. 40744

To: The KHSAA Dawahares Hall of Fame Nomination Commitiee

On behalf of Coach G.J. Smith, 1 am pleased to offer a personal and professional reference and
recommendation in support of him becoming a member of the KHSAA Dawahares Hall of Fame.

G.1. and I have been a part of each other lives for many years. He played basketball and baseball for
me while attending Hazel Green High School and Laurel County High School. He excelled on and off
the court becoming one of the top players in the state of Kentucky in both basketball and baseball. He
was a big part in us reaching the state tournament his junior and senior years. G.J. was one of the last
players Coach Rupp recruited to play basketball at the University of Kentucky from 1972~ 1975.

After Coach Smith graduated from the University Of Kentucky, he became an outstanding teacher,
coach and Athletic Director for the laurel County School System. During all of the years he spent
teaching, coaching and directing athletics, he always made his students the first priority. Coach Smith
demonstrated the highest level of professional commitment and competency in his work with students
and colleagues. To carry out his professional responsibilities, he generously gave his valuable time
and often his work extended beyond the school day. G.J. never failed to rise above and beyond the
call of duty.

Perhaps 1 appreciate G.J. more because he and his family have always been such a big part of the
community and my life, but I know it is more than that. I really believe that G.J. is a rarity. He gave
100% all of the time and he richly deserves this honor.

Without any hesitation or reservation, I recommend G.J. Smith for membership in the Dawahares
KHSAA hall of Fame,

Sincerely,

K g3 ”Y\b‘f\ﬁh YQQUJ

Raymohd Reed

Retired Principal/Coach of Laurel County High School

& Hazel Green High School



201 South Laure]l Rd. London K'Y, 40744
Ph: (606) 862-4727 Fax: (606) 862 4728

Mrs. Regina Bishop -

Principal

Mr. David Cummins
Assistant Principal

Mzr. Lynn Parman
Assistant Principal

October 23, 2009

KHSAA Dawahares Hall of Fame Nomination Committee,

It is my great bonor to recommend GJ Smith for induction into the Dawahares Hall of Fame. Mr.
Smith has been a notorious athlete, coach, and athletic director. Notorious is not 2 word that is
used lightly in this circumstance. Many in our community see Mr. Smith as the example of an
athlete. Many young men respect Mr. Smith as a coach. All of Laure! County see Mr. Smith as
the ambassador of sports. He recognizes its importance in the education of young lives and the
community it builds in adult lives, He is the example that youth aspire to.

Four years ago, I became the principal of South Laurel High School. As a first year principal, I
was extremely overwhelmed. Mr. GJ Smith was my athletic director. He was experienced in his
role. He in many ways became my mentor. He believes that athletics play a valuable role in a
school. He is also mindful that athletics is a part of a school, but only one part. He believes that
every athlete should be treated fairly and equitably. He served as a leader to his coaches. He
encouraged his coaches to be the leaders of their programs. He was active in each program,
always prepared {o step in as needed. He truly grew leaders in his coaches. He understood the
importance of consistency and tradition. He recognized excellence breeds excellence. He worked
diligently to set every situation up for success.

South Lauret High School has been very successfial in athletics. Many times I have heard others
congratulate him on an athletic success, His response has always been that his coaches and
athietes have worked very hard and deserve the congratulations. Mr. Smith has always been very
reluctant to accept praise for the programs. He recognizes that it is the coaches and athletes’ hard
work that need praised. The truth is that GJ Smith has set up every program and nurtured every
program for success. Our programs thrived under the leadership of GJ Smith.

Even after Mr, Smith’s retirement, he has been constant at South Laurel High Schocl. He is one
of my most trusted mentors and friend. He continues to be an ambassador for sports. He
genuinely wants the best for students and athletic programs. There is no one that is more
deserving than GF Siith for the Dawahares Hall of Fame. He embodies athletic excellence,
knowledge, and commitment.

Sincerely,

f%ﬁ, | Riskep

Regina H. Bishop
South Laurel High School Principal

Sur Mission is Success in Life through High Achievement and Self-worth for All Students.



October 21, 2009

To Members of the KHSAA Hall of Fame Committee:

I am writing this letter to recommend 6. J. Smith, a 1971 graduate of Laurel
County High School for the KHSAA Hall of Fame as a high school basketball player.

G. J. Smith was one of the greatest high school players to play in the state of
Kentucky. He played on some of the greatest teams from the 12 Region at both
Haze! Green and Laurel County High Schools, and later at the University of
Kentucky from 1972-1975.

I competed against G. J. in high school and was a teammate of his on the Kentucky
East All-Stars where we dominated the West All-Stars in 1971. We competed
against each other in the Southeastern Conference and while at Tennessee we
always were well informed to cover the "Kentucky Long Rifle”, as he was known.
Very few college players with 6. J.'s size had the range he did. He was a
tremendous shooter and had there been a three point line at the time, he would
have been one of the great 3 point shooters in college basketball.

6. J. is without question one of the greatest players to come from southeastern
Kentucky and in my opinion, one of the great high school players in Kentucky high
school basketball history.

Sincerely,

ZMMMJ

‘Rodney Woods

Wayne County High School
Athletic Director

Head Boys Basketball Coach



' By GARY TUELL

Cuurier-JournalM& Timles Staff Writer

There are times wher G.J. Smith “just -

docsn’t want to play basketball,” com-
pinins Hazel Green High coach Raymond
Reed, -
“He’s a typical sephomore,” Reed said.
“He just can’t get himsell menlally pre-
pared for the casy games.” .
However (and this is the part thal has
carned Smith a starting job on Hazel
Green’s 19-3 team), there are other times

‘when the slender 64oot4 sophomaore per-

forms like a seasoned veteran.

“He hasn't started the cntire year,”
Reed said. “But he does such a fine job
against the real good clubs, I have to play
him?»”

Friday night Smith threw in 15 points
{five above his season average) and

. THE "COURIER-JOURNAL, LOUISVILLE, KY.

played a key defensive role in ‘Hazel
‘Green's 81-57 upset of Danville, )

“Sinith has real long arms, and he
knows how to use them,” Reed staled.
“"He got up 1o Roy (Danviile’s Jimuny
Dale Roy) and flapped those arms ail
around him. Roy just couldn’l get off hig
shots,”

Roy is Danviile’s leading point-getier
with a 21.4 mark. However, Smith limited
the Danville ace to only four points on
two [irst-half field goals.

“Smith's going {0 be a good one,” said
Danville coach David (Slick) Cottrell
“He broke our baecks with his outside
shooting. And he does a good job on the
boards, too.” '

Smith’s success at the 12th Region
sclrool runs in the family,

Smith’s father, Charles, was a regular

Henry Clay Eves Clincher
Against Woodford County

Lexingion Henry Clay High can elinch
the Central Kentucky Conference regu-
lar-season basketball championship to-
night if it can defeat Woodford County
at the Lexington Junior High gym," which
is also its own home court,

Coach Al Prewilt's Henry Clay club,
which won the CKC tourney cariier this
montk, boast a 7.1 CKC record and an
overall mark of 183. More Jdrmportant,

Henry Clay -has the highest Dickinson
Svstem  raling among CKC fcams at

23,125,
- The CKC standings: . v
’ l Qverait  CR.C ﬁ:&ki}nson
yor Q. ating
Team . W, L. W, L.
Lex. HMenry Clay ....__. 16 3 7.1 23.175
Danvilje [P 3 1" 2 25,250
- Franilort L e .16 5 3 I3 21.250
Richmond Madison 1% 3 8 i 20.525
Anderson Coundy 6 W 2 20,000
Georgetown | 16 i3 4 2 18,333
Parls . ... W13 3 4 15714
Stentorg. .. ¢ i3 5 .46, 14,545,
Jessamine County 2T 57 . 14,144
ML Sterding 7oon 3 5 . 13.750
Harrodshur: O 4 B T 13333
Garred  County ¢ 9 3. 38 12727
Woodiord County e d 1 2 a §2.000
Shelbyviile .3 8 H 7 11.250
emerset L. . TTTT0 4 .18 LN 1} 10.96%
LY 3 13 kil 3 10,000

i
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Hazel Green Wins Them

1946 slale |

cenler on Hazel Green's
champions. Two years later the clder
Smith guided Hazel Green to the stato
tourney’s semifinals and was named to
the tourney’s 10-man  alltourhament
fean:,

“His daddy was quite 2 player,” Reed
said. “1 guess it yuns in the family.”

Tarris Sets the Pace

Still, the key to Hazel Green’s remark-
able squad is senior Glenn Farris,

A 63 center, Farris is scoring at an
18point clip and pulling down 15 re-
bounds per game. : .

“He's the most malured player on the

'

|

H

feam,” Reed said, “and he's one of the

best shooters in the region.”
In Mazel Greews victory over Danville,

Farris had 24 points and grabbed 20 .

rebounds.

“Farris is an excellent shooler,” Cot-
trell chipped in. “We just didn’t have
anyone who could handle him.* .

Charles Broughton (15 points a game),
Bill Dotson (10) and Glenn Mazxey (10)
round out Hazel Green's starting five,
-Broughton is a senior, Dotson x junior
and Maxey a sophomore. All are 6 fect 2,

“Broughton helps out on the. boards,”
Reed said. “He's getting about 15 re.
bounds a game.” )

Dotson ‘Is Our Leatte}”

- 'The Hazel Green skipper says Dolson
“Is our leader. “He keeps the boys going
. whgn things get tough.” ‘

" Reed added: “Maxey's just a sepho-
more, but he's

a ierrific pressure player,.!

He's ‘always at the right place at the

"right time.”

 How does Reed view the serambied
race for the 12th Region crown?

“I'd stiit rate Danville as the favorite,
Monticello second and us third.”

Someone suggested that Reed was
-being- modest, since his Hazel Green

-team has beaten both Danville and Mon- |

[ ticello (59-50).

“I"reckon we've shaken things up a
bit,”” Reed ‘laughed. “But we start two
sophomores and somelimes three (-4
Bradley Stines). Shucks, we're stil] learn.
ing how to play this game.”
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At Hazol Green

nith Follows

By MIKE RUEBLING «1 could dunk if when (1 was siz,”
Courier-Journal & Times Stalf writer ) . J, sald with a smile.
¢. I. Smith's {ather played on the first “Later, we put a goal up  oubside,”
—and only—State Tournament cham- Charles Smith said. “It got  a good ¢
pionship team Hazel Green High School workout.” ¢

{
ever had. - . Charlie Jean, G. J.'s older sister who ?

¢. J. Smith hopes ne's on the last. is a senior physicaleducation major at
Today, Hazel Green and Smith are on¢ Bastern ¥entucky University, usually
yeal nearcn;'1 t%eir goal. I&ast lfligtht(,i ig provided G. &.'s opposition. -
G, J. scared 30 points and coliec ] 3 el - » R
‘rebounds, Hawel Green defeated Paris oy f‘;he 5. n}g}. real good,” G. J. said, “but
5746 in the nexttolast first round she's a Birs.
State Tournament game at  Freedom Charlie Jean was there Iast night. So
Hall. i was Mrs. Smith. They gave G. J. his

«fe sure did all right” said Charles personal front-row cheering section.

Smith, G, J.s dac, “Real fine for a 16- Mr. Smith sat by himself, high up in
year-old boy.” Secticn 207,

G 7. Smith (the initials stand” for “I get real mervous before a game,”
George John) is a junior, but its s last he said. “But G. J. doesn't. I think
year at Hazel Green, It's the school's-last they're going to do ail right.” :

year. Next year Hazel Green will be con- LAt Hazel Groen, baskethall is.-Jm-
solidated with Buslh, Lily and Londen. portant. “It's the only thing,” is the way

7

into the new-Laurel County High. ‘G . puts it. :
. . «you drive around,” Mr. Smith said,
Won First ... and Last vand you see little boys out shooting at

. . e a.goal and little girls standing around
Charles Smith, a tall (6 feet, 5 inches), in  their cheerleader  outfits, Hazel
x(::ray-lgau'e? cg.tt}e . lfani"f}ert gm Lai;fgl. CGreen's always been a basketball school”
ounty, played in the fivst game WHEL . Presently, Trazel Green has an enroll-
?I:izel Green dedicated }1,Ls ggm in 1988. joont of 600 students. None were in
“We won that game, 'Smlth reqalled school yesterday. -
last night. “We bheat Covington Holines.”
Q. . Smith played in the last game at School Closed~—and Farm, Too
Hazel Green's gym. School's closed until ¢ Mond
wrhey won, too” his father said. “School's closed until next ACom ay,”
ey heat Clay County.” said Mrs. Smith, who teaches the eighth

In 1940, when Hazel Green defeated gra&? there.
Hindman 42-39 for the state champion- So’s the farm..

P Y

.

’s Footsteps

i

ship in Lexington, Charles Smith washa Al I had to do was hire a man to feed

sophomore. my cattle for me,” Mr. Smith said.

«There were about 4,000 people at the NowitsuptoG J. .
game,” he said. “people followed basket- «I'm the only one off that 1940 team -

ball real well, even back then” with a relative on this one,” Mr. Smith

G J. got an early start at the game. said. “It sure would be nice to- have a!
“He put & shoebox Up in his room and

used to shoot paper wads at it when he tearh here.” e
was real little,” the elder Smith said. G. I. Has that same idea.’

Smith on another state champloaship |

N




Bullfrogs
But Lose To

. J. Smith Named To
All-Tournament Team
In Louwsville Sat.

Hazel Green's Bullfrogs defeated Paris
746 last Thursday night in the opening
tound of the state high sehool baskethall
teurnament at Louisville's Freedom Hall
but had their dreams of a championship
wpadled the next night as Pleasure Ridge
Park edged the local team 55-52 in a real
theilirr, Coach Raymond Reed’s squad
made n {ing showing in its {wo games
and had little trouble with the 10th reg-
ton champion Greyhounds after the half
but coulidl nol hit from the outside a-
rainst the strong PRP Panther’s zone
orr Friay night and went down fo only
their secend defeat after 3¢ victories
during the regular season and tourna-
ment aclion,

Male High of Louisville nipped Rich-
motd Madison in the {inals Satarday
night by a single poinl as the Purples
from the 1ith region made a fine late
comehack . but fell short by that . one
point, Male had won over PRP in the
semifinais by 6 points while Madison
bombed Trigg County in the other Sat-
arday mid-day semidinal tilt, G, J.
Smlth, Hazel Green's 6'6" junier eenter-
forward was selected to the all-stale
tournament team along with 11 other
players, The youngster scored 30 and 24
‘%ﬁms in his two games and took off

and 11 rebounds also but only Bradley
Stines with 10 points against PRP was
{he only other Bullfrog in double figur-
es for the twe games.,

Hazel Green had a bad shooling night
In its losing game as it hit only 30% of
i Rs fiekl goals and had 88.6 against Paris
but the Frogs did outrebound both op-

ed ofi to a 70 lead and controlled the
i _{nmn for mree periods before going cold

tard Whe field. They were outscored 188
In the decisive quarter. In the Paris
game the Greyhounds led at the half
by a point but were never in the game
to amount fo anything after that as
thelr %" center, Bill Gaines, only a
“sophomore was in personal foul frouble

ponents, Against the Panthers HG jump--

most of the time and Smith was able to

eat Pari

All-stater G. J. Smith, (35) HGHS's 66" junior goes up for & shot against Paris last

week and 7alhes two of his 30 points which led his team to victory. Smith later
‘made 24 against PRP for a two game total of 34 or an average of 27, second hest to
Madison’s Robert Brooks’ 32 point average in the fournament, Smith was named to
the 12 player all-tournament team after Male defeated Madison 70-69 in the Satur-
day night finals. He had earlier been named to the AP'% second team all-state squad
for regular season action,




Hazel Green 57
Paris 46

The Bullfrogs got off to a fair start
againsl Paris as Smith tallied 10 of the

first 16 points. It was 13-11 at the first Staff Phote
period slop and HGHS stretched that G. J. SMITH stuffs his tennis shoes into a gym bag as his father,
lead to 16-11 hefore the Greyhounds : Charles, waits in a Freedom Hall locker room after Hazel Green’s

{ came back behind the fine piay of Rob- *  57.46 win over Pasis. The elder Smith played on Hazel Green's

“ ort Crumbie who led his team to a 2728 state championship team of~1940. i

i haiftime lead but Gaines had three pers- - .

onal fouls on him and had fo sit out
© quite a bit. '
© Gaines drew his fourth foul ecarly in
the third period and Hazel Green went ~ .
. to work. Smith hit five straight points
¢ te build up a fair lexd and the talented ‘
L. ¢ junior tallicd 12 points in the third : .
i Irame to lead the Frogs to a 42-38 lead
¢ after thyee quarters and he had 24
i points then, They built the lead to 53-
38 und had the game under control carly
in the last quarler as Paris fought hard
hut could not gain any ground,
Harzel Green hit for 22 fielid goals and
© 13 of 19 ai the free throw line while
L, Paris had 19 fielders and 8 of 16 foul
~ shots and fhe Greyvhounds committed
. two more personals, 15-13. Smith hit 12
© of 22 {from the field and 6 of 7 at the
gralis ling and he picked off a game
ligly' 13 rebhounds, several of which he
put back up for two pointers. Crumbie
i was most of Paris's offense scoring 23

© poinls,
Hazel Green 13 26 42 57 .
Paris © 11 27 34 46 .

Hazel Green — Smith 30, Dotson 7,

{ Bruner 7, Marcum 6, Ray 5, tSines 2,
Bailey, Maxey. :

. Paris — Crumbie 23, Gaines 8, Chen-

ault 6, Taylor 6, Thompson 2. -
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The 1970 All-Staie Tournament Basketball Team

SELECTED to the 1970 All-State Tournament squad were, front row
(from left), Stan Hall, Paducah Tilghman; G.J. Smith, Hazel Green;
Tim Harris, Richmond Madison; William (Gee Gee) Gordon, Male
High; Phillip Laovely, Breathitt County; standing, Eddie Radford,

Trigg County; Robert Brooks, Richmond Madison; Bill Bunton,
Male; Steve Dennison,. Pleasure Ridge Park, and Randy Waddell,
Plegsure Ridge. Terry Compton of Hart County and Covington Catho-
lis John Von Lehman also were named on the 12-man squad.
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